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Ocean day – Expo 
 

Date:  August 9th, 2016 

Please check:    Interim     

                           Final         x 

 

Country Name: Guatemala 

Embassy or Consulate:  Guatemala 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

Project Name: Ocean day Expo 

 

Public Affairs Section Contact Person: Kiera Emmons 

 

Describe how the funds allocated for this project have been expended, and 

whether the project was supplemented by either private or embassy funding. 

The Alumni Affairs Division must be notified of any outstanding balance at the 

end of project activity. Please attach your final budget expenditure. 

 

Funds were disbursed to one grantee in the following way: 

 

GRANT S-GT500-16-GR065 

 

Funds were disbursed to AJEDE (State Alumni Association) on 06/06/2016 by wire 

transfer number 118593 (Q28,788.03 - $3,770.04). 
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ASSESSMENT OF PROJECT 

 

Is the project complete?  How successfully did the project address its goals and how 

have the project results supported post’s Alumni Outreach Strategy? 

 

Oceans Day celebration, is a contribution for a better future worldwide. Guatemalans joints 

these activities for Oceans Day by joining forces with the United States of America Embassy 

in Guatemala, and the la Aurora zoo in alliance with Mundo Azul foundation. After cleaning 

Puerto San Jose beach, one of the main objectives was to raise awareness of the importance of 

the oceans in our country and around the world by making conferences in the “Tea House” at 

Aurora Zoo and having stands where visitors could stop by and be informed about specific 

information of the oceans. 

On June 8th, 2016 (World Oceans Day) the Aurora Zoo opened their doors to students from 

“El Prado” school, “Decroly school”, “Ciudad Vieja school”, biology students from Del Valle 

University (UVG) and San Carlos university (USAC), journalism students, and other visitors 

to be informed about the oceans around the world. The conferences topics were:  

1. Introduction to oceans  

2. Marine species in Guatemala  

3. Reefs 

4. Mangroves 

5. Marine conservation policies in Guatemala  

6. Future and present trends: Sailfish  

7. Conservation program Humboldt penguin 

After the students heard the conferences they were invited to go to the stands that were placed 

around the zoo where they could hear more details about the oceans and it conservation. The 

stands were about: 

 

1. Penguins: participants learned more information from Humboldt penguins. Likewise, 

participants experienced why penguins floating on the water, by putting a glove filled 

with Vaseline and reaching into a water box while the participants were doing it, the 

person in charge was explaining why the penguins float. 

 

2. Mangroves: participants heard a brief conference about what is it, why they are 

helpful to the planet, types and kinds of mangroves, and the importance of it in 

Guatemala. Participants also got a poster with information and an activity worksheet 

to do with their teachers.  

 

3. Theater presentation and Reefs: Participants had the opportunity to see a play 

created by “Mundo Azul” foundation to raise awareness about the care we should 

have with the oceans and the need to keep them clean. This was done through the 
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interaction of puppets telling a story of a sick turtle. When the presentation ended, the 

person in charge talked about sharks and how they help us to keep oceans clean. Also, 

in the aquarium there were a representation of different reefs made by volunteers from 

the zoo, for visitors to see how a reef actually is.  

 

4. Clean Water: participants heard a brief presentation of the importance of the water 

and to keep the oceans clean. Also, they were encouraging to have a recycling culture 

that not only will keep the oceans clean but also the planet.   

 

5. Recycling materials crafts: In this stand there were an exposition of the handicrafts 

that participants from “Cleaning the San Jose beach” made on June 5th after cleaning 

the beach.  Also, a video from the cleaning the beach activity was shown to the 

visitors to create awareness of the importance of maintaining the beaches clean, and 

what we can do with the recycling materials to use it in other ways.  

 

6. Printed penguins: visitors had the opportunity to see the real size of the Humboldt 

penguins, the different types, and their names. The penguins were set aside the 

penguins area.  

 

On August 6th. We had an activity with 11 members of AJEDE (Alumni Association of the 

Department of State). In this activity, we had the presentation of the new theater set for 

Mundo Azul foundation play to raise awareness of the oceans and also a tour of the zoo for 

the first time for many of them. The main objective of this activity was that alumni were 

aware of the care of the oceans and the planet in general. For the selection of the participants, 

we made a contest through our Facebook page where alumni who wanted to participate need 

to upload a photo showing us how they take care of the planet from their homes and write the 

reasons why they want to come to the zoo.   

 

Objectives 

 

1. Enable marine education to a broad and varied audience: this allows the 

audience to be informed of what and why you should mitigate impacts of global 

climate change and natural disasters. You can’t conserve what you don’t 

understand and much less if you don’t know it exists.  

This objective was achieved through the informative conferences that were given 

to students about the oceans, the marine species and conservation, the sailfish, 

reefs and the importance of maintaining the oceans clean.  

2. Promote the prevention of pollution to a broad and varied audience: this allow 

the audience to be informed of how you can mitigate impacts of global climate 

change and natural disasters.  

This objective was achieved through the informative conferences not only about 

the oceans, but also of mangroves and species that help to keep the oceans clean. 

Likewise, the speakers emphasized the importance of a recycling culture to keep 
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our planet clean to avoid pollution and helping to preserve the planet. 

3. Institutional cooperation: share findings and innovative practices among 

institutions: through alliances and cooperation you achieve improved 

management of resources to mitigate impacts of global climate change and 

natural disasters. Best practices and preventing duplication improves the 

process. 

This objective was accomplished because several institutions (the Aurora zoo, 

AJEDE, and the US Embassy) joined forces to organize the Ocean Day Expo. 

Also, the speakers were from different organizations that are responsible for the 

conservation of the oceans. These organizations were: CECON (Center for 

Conservation Studies – USAC), Mundo Azul Foundation, Healthy Reefs for 

Healthy People, Studies Center of the Sea and Aquaculture (CEMA – USAC), 

Regulations Fisheries and Aquaculture Office MAGA (Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Food of the Republic of Guatemala), DIPESCA MAGA (Fishing 

Regulations and Aquaculture office), and Aurora Zoo.   

4. Share U.S. expertise and experience in marine conservation policies: Open a 

window for cultural and best practice exchange for the same reasons above. 

This exchange will benefit a public opinion environment that Is supportive of 

U.S. policy initiatives. 

The person who would come from the Monterey Bay Aquarium, California, could 

not attend the event due to personal commitments. However, the Culture Affairs 

officer in Guatemala Kiera Emmons, gave a speech on the importance of the 

World Oceans Day and the conservation of the oceans for the United States and 

Guatemala.  

Challenges  

 

1. The activity started 15 minutes late and the stands were no finished when the 

conferences started. 

2. Seven conferences were planned but only 5 were given due climate conditions. 

Visitors left the zoo earlier than planned because it was raining and they needed to go 

back to their institutions, so we spoke with the 2 speakers to give their conferences the 

next week because there were not audience.  

3. The conferences planned for June 8th ((Future and present trends: Sailfish and Marine 

conservation policies in Guatemala) were not given because speakers cancelled the 

planned date twice, so we decided to do another activity to complete the objectives of 

this grant. 

4. The activity planned for August 6th started 40 minutes late but alumnus enjoyed the 

day.  

 



 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs · Office of Alumni Affairs 

 

Advantages  

 

1. Strong alliance between Aurora zoo, US Embassy in Guatemala, and AJEDE.   

2. Around 800 visitors attended the zoo on July 8th and 500 went to heard the 

conferences and visited the stands.  

3. The visitors showed interest about the information given to them.  

4. During the lunch speakers and organizers had the opportunity to exchange 

experiences and expand their networking.  

5. Alumnus from Retalhuleu, Quetzaltenango, San Luis Jilotepeque Jalapa, and 

Guatemala City had the opportunity to visit the zoo for the first time, and be 

informed about the importance of maintaining our planet clean.   

 

July 8th  
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AJEDE – August 6th.  
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Number of total people reached 

 

July 8th  

 

500 visitors from different schools and universities.  

 

August 6th  

 

6 alumnus from Retalhuleu 

3 alumnus from Guatemala City 

1 alumni from San Luis Jilotepeque, Jalapa 

1 alumni from Quezaltenango  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


